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Dear Parents and Guardians,  

 

It was the opening night for Hairspray last night to a packed and appreciative audience.  It was good to 

see so many parents and friends of Bromsgrove School in attendance for what was a wonderful 

performance by the cast.  For two and a half hours we were transported back to, and immersed in, the 

apparently innocent and care free era of early sixties Americana although the spectre of the segregation 

in that era was ever present.  The performances, singing and choreography were simply sublime and 

each one of the cast can be proud of their contribution to the whole experience.  Behind the scenes 

there was a large and dedicated technical team who have worked wonders under very tight time 

constraints to ensure that the production was slick and professional. 

 

I think I wrote last year that Sweeney Todd was the best School production I have seen over twenty-five 

years in schools but I think even that marvellous production has been surpassed this year.  It is a 

wonderful way for our most senior performers to sign-off from School productions but it is clear that 

there is an exceptional group in the younger years who are ready to step into the spotlight next year 

when the new facilities are completed. 

 

I would like to note my gratitude to the many parents who have supported the children through an 

arduous run-up to the production.  It provided the perfect lift to spirits at the half way point of what is 

often a cold and dark half term.  I hope that some of the Lower Fourth pupils who attended yesterday 

afternoon’s matinee performance will be inspired by the talent and commitment of the performers in 

the show. 

 

There was plenty of good news in assembly this week as Olivia Dalby was presented with her Grade 7 

Singing (Distinction) certificate.  While on the sports front, the Senior Boys badminton teams drew with 

KES Birmingham while a mixed senior team beat Rugby School.  The U14 basketball team finished 3rd 

in the county finals while the U15 team had a comfortable win. 

 

There were many pleasing performances from our runners representing the district at the County 

Schools Cross Country Championships that we hosted at the weekend and a large number ran well in 

the school fixture at Rugby School. 

 

The 1st team footballers could not covert their chances in losing 1-0 against Spalding Grammar School 

in the LB Cup last week while in the matches against Bristol Grammar School, both the 1st XI and the 

U15A won. 

 

The U18 netball team narrowly lost their quarter final game (43-40) against a strong St Georges’ 

Weybridge side while the U14 team played Bablake school with the B team losing narrowly and the A 

team winning 34-7.  There were great results for our teams in the fixtures with Rugby School with wins 

for seven of the teams and a special mention goes to the 1st team who won a high quality game 47-40.  

The U15 netball team have just won their first of two quarter-finals this week with the second one to 

come on Friday. 
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And finally from sport, our girls’ swimming team won the Cheltenham Ladies College Gala with some 

fine individual and relay wins and there was also win and a loss for the squash team last week. 

 

This Saturday we have the Sixth Form Course information morning (8.45am) for Fifth Form pupils and 

parents in the Arena.  Details have been emailed separately this week.  Parents of Lower Fourth pupils 

should plan for the GCSE options morning which happens later in the year.  I am sorry for any confusion 

that may have resulted from an error in the pre-Christmas bulletin which suggested it was an event for 

Lower Fourth this weekend. 

 

I have had to do a little outreach work with our near neighbours and local businesses in the last week to 

respond to one or two concerns which I want to highlight here.  Local residents are affected by traffic 

flow and are quick to report any congestion that may result from our pupils parking away from Housman 

Hall.  Please could you help by reminding your children if they drive to school that they must park in the 

designated areas?  Whilst I usually receive only praise for the pupils’ conduct in town, a very small 

minority forget the required standards which have now been reinforced through Houses. Again, your 

support in encouraging them to consider their conduct would be appreciated. 

 

Parents of Fifth Form should be able to access results from the mock examinations through the Portal 

now and we look forward to seeing you for the Parents’ Evening on Thursday 2nd February in the Arena. 

 

Best wishes 

 
 

Jeremy Hallows 

Head of Senior School 

 


